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By Maura Reynolds 
Law Angeles Times, 


MOSCOW ~ After » bold am: 
bush by rebels deep inside Rus- 
aiancheld territory in Chechnya 
at least 20 police commandos 
dead, alarmed Russian leaders 
were forced Friday to confront the 
likelihood of a messy guernilla war 
in the separatist republic 
‘The attack Thursday night took 
place in a suburb of Grozny, the 
Chechen capital, that had been 
held by Russian forces for a 
month and long ago declared 
“cleansed!” of rebel fighters 
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“No doubt about it, this is a 
tragedy from which a bitter lesson 
should be learned and very seri- 
us conclusions should be drawn,” 
said Sergei V, Yastrzhembeky, the 
Kremlin's Chechnya spokesman 

The death toll was one of the 
highest for the Russians in a sin- 
se battle in the war, which gener- 
als had declared all but over earli- 
er this week. And it came amid re- 
ports of further fighting in 
Chechnya's southern mountains 
despite repeated Russian claims 
of battlefield successes 

“There is no doubt that what 
happened to the group of OMON 


‘Supporters of Gen. Augusto Pinochet attack a demonstrator pro- 
testing the former dictator's return Friday in Santiago, Chile. 


A steady Pinochet 
gets hero’s welcome 


By Sebastian Rotella 
Los Angeles Times 


SANTIAGO, Chile ~ Welcomed 
with a show of force and loyalty by 
8 reverential military contingent, 
former dictator Augusto Pinochet 
stepped slowly but steadily back 
onto Chilean soil Friday - and 
brought with him a blast of the 
conflict that. has accompanied him 
for decades 

The Chilean air force 707 earry 
ing Pinochet landed here after a 
‘25-hour flight from Britain, where 
authorities had freed him from 
house arrest on the grounds he is 
too ill to withstand a trial in Spain 
on charges of human rights 
abuses. But upon emerging from 
the plane, the 84-year-old general 
showed a vigor that raised ques 
Hons about the true state of his 
health, 

Looking cheerful and well 
rested in 3 dark blue suit, Pino- 
chet surprised onlookers when he 
rose from his wheelchair and 
walked with the aid of a eane into 
the embraces of the four chiefs of 
the armed forces and his family 
Asan army band blared his favor- 
ite marches, Pinochet waved to 
about 500 supporters, mainly for- 
mer officials of his military regime 
and right-wing leaders. 

A Puma helicopter then trans- 
ported Pinochet to military hos- 
pital in the heart of this capital 
city in a traffie-stopping operation 
that featured three swooping es- 
cort helicopters, rooftop snipers 
anda phalanx of commandos in 
black berets and combat gear who 
escorted Pinochet's wheelchair 
across the hospital's helipad 

In the streets around the hospi: 
tal, about thousand admirers 

Chilean flags and 
honors and 
flourishes of the military recep- 
tion and the emotions of the 
erowd, some of whom punched 
and insulted a group of leftist 
marchers and scuffled with police, 
showed that the former strong 
man retains a cult of personality 
among a vocal, far-right minority 
of Chileans 

“The English pirates had to re- 
turn my gens exclaimed Hugo 
Diaz, a retired professor. “I came 
to welcome him so he knows that 
he has the support of all of us.” 

Although Chile's center-left gov 
ernment fought to win Pinochet's 
release, its leaders reacted swiftly 
and harshly to the hero's welcome, 
calling it inappropriate for a man 
who escaped extradition to Spain 
because doctors said he was physi 
cally and mentally debilitated 

Presidential chief of staff José 
Insulza told reporters that the air: 
et welcome reminded him of the 
Nazis: The army band's helmets 
resemble those of the German ar- 
my in World War Il, and they 
played Pinochet's favorite Ger. 
man song from that era 

Pinochet underwent medical 
tests at the hospital, checked out 
about 6% hours later and headed 
for his home in an upscale Santia- 
|g neighborhood. After months in. 
‘which some accounts suggested 
that his ailments were life-threat- 
ening, he seemed intent on dem: 

his resilience 


Friday 
\ The arrival scone raised the 


coed Pens roo ACh 
Former dictator Augusto Pino- 
chet arrives Friday at a Chilean 
‘ir base near the international 
airport in Santiago. 


suspicions of critics and cheered 
his partisans. The crowd outside 
the hospital chanted triumphant 
ly: "He returned on his feet" 

In contrast, as Mauricio Lepe 
watched the helicopters circle the 
skyscrapers near the hospital, he 
said he doubts the validity of the 
‘medical tests that enabled Pino- 
chet's release. British Home Sec: 
retary Jack Straw set Pinochet 
free because doctors found serious 
health problems, including memo- 
ry lapses that the specialists said 
would impede him from partici 
pating in his defense in an even- 
tual trial, 

“This was all trick by the Chil- 
ean and British governments,” 
said Lepe, 30, an airline employ: 

Interior Minister Raul Troncoso 
bristled at that notion, saying, 
“The fact that someone can get off 
plane walking does not mean he 
is in condition to stand trial.” 

But Sen. Sergio Bitar, the lead- 
er of the Party for Democracy, dis- 
agreed with the interior minister, 
a political ally 

“The television cameras did 
their own medical exam,” Bitar 
said. "Pinochet looked quite agile 
and recognized everyone. The 
British exams were strange when 
you see that @ person could recu- 
perate so much during a flight. 
There should be new medical ex- 
ams condueted in Chile.” 

In fact, a Chilean special magis- 
trnte investigating Pinochet has 
already ordered new tests, Only 
mental illness would excuse Pino- 
chet from a trial here, but first the 
courts would have to remove the 
senator-for-life's parliamentary 
immunity - a big burdle 

Nevertheless, human rights 
lawyers in Santiago acted quickly 
Two hours after Pinochet's plane 
took off, they presented a petition 
to remove the immunity he ar- 
ranged for himself before stepping 
down 10 years ago. 

Judge Juan Guzman, who un- 
der Chilean law acts xs both Pino- 
chet’s judge and prosecutor, said 
he will immediately forward the 
petition to an appeals court for a 
decision, 


The Washington Post contribut- 
opto this report. 
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Bloody Chechen ambush puts Russia back on guard 


wervicemen in Grozny ix a classic 
example of guerrilla warfare 
waged by Chechen fighters and an 
indication of what awaits Russian 
troops in Chechnya in the nearest 
future,” military analyst Alexan- 
der I. Zhilin said, “The victory 
that is said to have been won in 
Chechnya is just wishful think. 
ing.” 

The umbush came as a nine- 
truck convoy drove through Grox 
ny’s northwestern suburbs, bring- 
ing in about 100 fresh OMON 
troops - highly trained anti-riot, 
anti-terrorist police whose job isto 
flush out remaining rebels and 


Lighten Moscow's hold on the re- 
claimed territory. 

“The defeat’... shows that no 
‘one will be spared if even the elite 
of the Russian forces ~ an OMON 
unit — got decimated in a matter of 
several minutes,” Zhilin said, 
“These were not rookies. They 
wore the best of the best. But they 
were routed anyway.” 

The site of the ambush had been 
seized from the rebels in early 
February, six weeks after Russia 
began a full-scale aasault on the 
enpital 

eputy Interior Minister Ivan 
Golubev said about 50 rebels took 


the convoy by surprise, firing on it 
from three sides with grenades 
‘and submachine guns. 

“It was mostly in the first two to 
four minutes of the firefight that 
we suffered the heaviest lasses,” 
Golubey said. “Our servicemen 
were still inside the vehicles and 
were not ready to rebuff the at- 
tack.” 

‘The battle continued four hours, 
leaving 29 injured plus the 20 
dead, he said. Some reports sug- 
gested that the rebels had mined 

routes and that civilians 
helped shield the guerrillas 
fighters simply hid bebind 


a large number of women and 
children. There were about 600 
people there,” said Mikhail Gor 
ankin, an OMON officer involved 
in the battle who was interviewed 
by the NTV television network 
“The local population cover up for 
them, whether because they are 
afraid or are on the fighters’ side, 
1 do not really know.” 

The OMON troops were travel- 
ing in transport trucks without 
armored escort, which prompted 
some officials, including acting 
President Viadimir V, Putin, to 
threaten punishment of negligent 
officers. 
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